
SECTION 1.  Clause twenty-second D of section 5 of chapter
59 as appearing in the 1996 Official Edition, is hereby amended
by striking out said clause and inserting in place thereof the
following:—

Twenty-second D, real estate of the surviving spouses of sol-
diers or sailors who lost their lives as a result of injury, accident
or disease sustained in time of war, insurrection or combat, as
members of the armed forces of the United States shall be fully
exempt from taxation, provided, such surviving spouse has
remained unmarried; and provided, further that said real estate is
occupied by such surviving spouse as the primary domicile.  No
real estate shall be so exempt, which has been conveyed to such
surviving spouse to evade taxation.  The State Treasurer shall
annually reimburse each city and town for the amount of taxes
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lost by such city and town through abatement to such surviving
spouse.

SECTION 2.  MGL Chapter 55, Section 5, clause twenty-
second E is hereby amended by striking out said clause and
inserting the following:—

Twenty-second E, real estate of soldiers and sailors who are
legal residents of the commonwealth and who are veterans as
defined in clause forty-three of section seven of chapter four and
who, as a result of disabilities contracted while in such wartime
service and in the line of duty, have a disability rating of one hun-
dred percent as determined by the Veterans Administration and are
incapable of working shall be entitled to be fully exempt from tax-
ation; and provided, further, the real estate of the surviving spouse
of such veterans shall be fully exempt from during the surviving
spouses of widowhood or widowerhood for the time the spouse is
the legal owner thereof and occupies said real estate as the pri-
mary domicile.  The State Treasurer shall annually reimburse each
city and town for the amount of taxes lost by such city and town
through abatement to such surviving spouse.

After the assessors have allowed an exemption under this
clause, the assessors shall require an annual statement certifying
that the disability rating as determined by the Veterans Adminis-
tration has not been reduced to less than one hundred percent.

No real estate shall be so exempt, which the assessors shall
adjudge, has been conveyed to such soldier or sailor to evade tax-
ation.
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